Gwyneth Walker

BICENTENNIAL SUITE

for Orchestra



Duration: 15 minutes
Commissioned by the Vermont Philharmonic Orchestra

Premiered by the Vermont Philharmonic Orchestra
Brian Webb — Music Director
Chandler Hall, Randolph, Vermont — April 6, 1991

Bicentennial Suite was composed in celebration of the Bicentennial of the statehood of
Vermont: 1791-1991. The five movements of the Suite, intended for performance by High
School and Community Bands especially in Vermont, portray elements of the history, beauty
and current vitality of the state.

“The Govenor's Salute” is a tribute to Governor Madeleine M. Kunin, whom the composer
proudly salutes as an emblem of the aspirations of many Vermonters.

"Pastorale” is a musical portrait of the Vermont landscape -- peaceful and spacious.

“Ethan Allen Rides Again!” summons up the energy of Vermont hero Ethan Allen and the
other 18th-century settlers who rode out on horseback to defend their homeland. The rhythm of
horses” hooves and the cracking of whips can be heard.

“The Floating Bridge” was inspired by the pontoon bridge in Brookfield, Vermont. With the
crossing of each vehicle, the bridge joyfully bobs up and down in the water -- dancing in the lake.
Similarly, the musical phrases (and the musicians themselves!) sway in irregular "pontoon-
rhythms.”

“A Very Bicentennial March” triumphantly speaks for itself.

About the Composer

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council.

Walker’s catalog includes over 130 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber
ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published E.C. Schirmer of Boston (choral/vocal
music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral/instrumental music).
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* This movement can start with a solo trumpet if helpful for clarity.
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Ethan Allen Rides Again!

Ethan Allen Rides Again! employs a wide assortment of
percussion instruments distributed as follows:

Timpani Snare Drum 5 drums of various pitches Bass Drum
Triangle Suspended Cymbal (such as Tenor,Tom-Toms, Bongos)
Temple Blocks

In addition, Cowbell, Ratchet and Whip (Slapstick) are needed for
occasional use. These are to be played, for visual effect, by
members of the Bass section. When not playing their percussion
instruments, the Bass players play Bass whenever possible.
However, the Bass part is not essential.
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[If possible, incorporate “cracking-of-the-whip” motions
into conducting patterns to coincide with Whip sounds]
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