Reduced-size perusal score

Gwyneth Walker

Nocturne

for Clarinet and String Orchestra



Nocturne for Clarinet and String Orchestra is a reflective and quiet work. These
characteristics are often associated with a nocturne, or night piece'.

Canto is a single-line melody framed by background sounds (including tappings) and
echoes of itself. The clarinet theme is often answered by all of the strings in close stretti,
thereby creating a blurred effect — perhaps the effect of playing or singing a melody
out-of-doors at night, generating reverberations and ambient sounds.

Tarantella is a light-hearted treatment of the familiar 6/8 dance. The motion of the
tarantella is often halted abruptly and divided into contrasting fragments. The clarinet,
which does not appear until the tarantella has amply established itself in the strings,
arrives as a devilish creature — mocking and toying with the strings. His playing is often
marked 'obnoxiously' or 'impudently'. The strings, snapping their bows at him,
reprimand and ultimately silence his rude behavior.

Appassionato is a through-composed movement with numerous changes in mood - all
contributing to a love song. The opening section is gentle and textural, perhaps
hearkening back to the Canto. This is followed by an ebb and flow of the music, often
rising in intensity and then resolving into peaceful, cantabile passages. The closing
section brings back 'sighing' motives (descending semi-tone or whole-tone
appogiaturas...rising and falling thirds) reminiscent of the opening, but now presented in
the strings as well as the clarinet. The movement often contrasts intense / passionate
moments with those which are tender/peaceful.

Duration: 16-17 minutes

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School
of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former
faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, Walker resigned from academic
employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives
on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont.

Walker's catalog includes over 120 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus
and chamber ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E.C. Schirmer
of Boston (choral & vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral & instrumental
music).

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000
“Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council. In addition, she has
been awarded the Orchestral Commission from the Vermont High School All-State
Festival for a new work to celebrate the 75th season of the Festival — 2002.
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Total duration: 16-17

March 7, 1991 Braintree, Vermont
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