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Commissioned by the Abbot Academy Association
in celebration of the 350th Anniversary
of the Town of Andover, Massachusetts 1646-1996

dedicated to Robert and Susan Lloyd -- cherished Musicians and Teachers
Premiere Performance:
The Academy Chamber Orchestra — William Thomas, conductor
Cochran Chapel -- Phillips Academy — Andover, Massachusetts
October 25, 1996

Duration: 6 minutes

Program Notes

The words for "My Country 'Tis of Thee” were written by Reverend Samuel Francis Smith in
the town of Andover, Massachusetts in 1831. And today, " America House" still stands proudly
in commemoration of this patriotic verse. Thus, it is especially appropriate to use this song for the
celebration of Andover’s 350th anniversary.

Sweet Land takes the original melody and elaborates it within a 20th-century American
musical language. This work might be described as a contemporary excursion based on a
historical source. Elements of folk, jazz, blues and rock styles can be heard throughout.

The formal structure is a theme and four variations -- Theme (stately), Variation I (lively),
Variation II (in a "blues’ style), Variation I1I ('furtively’) and Variation 1V (triumphantly). And
although the theme is transformed to the limits of recognition in the 'blues’ section, it reappears
more noticeably in the 'furtive’ motives and asserts itself forcefully at the end.

The intention in creating Sweet Land was to bring renewed energy and affection to a song
which has endured for centuries as part of our American heritage.

Notes About the Composer

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, Walker resigned from academic employment in
1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in
Braintree, Vermont.

Walker's catalog includes over 130 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber
ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E.C. Schirmer of Boston (choral &
vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral & instrumental music).

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 “Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council. Chandler Hall, Randolph, VT in June,
2003.
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