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GWYNETH WALKER

Songs Without Words

for Violoncello Solo and Piano

I. First Notes

1. Gently Flowing
2. With Energy
3. Homecoming

11. Journeys

1. The Far Coast
2. Salty Spray
3. Singing Waves



Songs Without Words are two sets of short movements for cello and piano. The first set, "First
Notes," was composed specifically for student cellists. The following set, "Journeys," is intended
tor more advanced players.

The programmatic titles of the movements offer ample description of the music. However, a
word might be added about “Homecoming.” This piece was composed when the composer
returned to her Vermont home after an extended period of travel. The peaceful, rural home
setting was especially appreciated.

Meanwhile, “Journeys” was inspired by a concert trip to Cape Cod, Massachusetts. For a
composer living in North-central Vermont, any trip to see the distant ocean fills the imagination
with nautical imagery and associations. And thus, the listener may hear longing and
homesickness (in “The Far Coast”), a jaunty spirit with syncopated rhythms (in “Salty Spray”)
and undulating, shimmering waters (in “Singing Waves”).

The composer would describe herself as a non-visual person who tends to experience imagery
through musical sounds.

Duration: 9°40” / 10°45” / Total: 20°25”

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth
Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama,
and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b.1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt
School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former
faculty member of the Obetlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic
employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years,
she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. She now divides her time between her
childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the musical community of Randolph,
Vermont.

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at:
www.gwynethwalker.com




Songs Without Words

for Violoncello Solo and Piano

[. First Notes
1. Gently Flowing
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2. With Energy

With energy J=144
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3. Homecoming
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II. Journeys
1. The Far Coast
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Gently flowing J=108

3. Singing Waves
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Slightly slower, rubato
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