Gwyneth Walker

Variations on
"Amazing Grace”

for Band



Duration: 4 minutes

Variations on "Amazing Grace” is a short set of continuous, free-flowing variations
on the familiar American hymn tune. The work opens with a simple presentation
of the hymn tune by the trumpets — one voice singing alone. The counterpoint
slowly increases, voice by voice, to lead to treatments of the tune in full harmonic
splendor and color. After a climax, the ensemble fades away to reveal a simple
presentation by the trumpets (echoing off each other) of the melody over a pulsating
background. The work is based on the version for solo organ which was composed
as a wedding gift for the composer’s cousin, Arthur Walker, and was premiered at
his wedding ceremony.

Notes by Carson Cooman

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt
School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition.
A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, Walker resigned
from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time
composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont.

Walker's catalog includes over 130 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus
and chamber ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E.C.
Schirmer of Boston (choral & wvocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral
& instrumental music).

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year
2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council.
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Duration: 4

October 4, 1985 Randolph, VT Revised June 29, 1986 New Canaan, CT

Hum any pitch in Glockenspiel part

Hum any pitch in Glockenspiel part

Hum any pitch in Glockenspiel part

* Hum any of these pitches
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Bsns.

Bs. CL
Euphs.
Tuba
Timp.
Glock

Bb Cls 2
Bb Tpts. 2
Thns. 2

Perc. 2



