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Program Notes

"The Alpha and Omega songs were created to celebrate the Christmas spirit. They are
based on traditional Christmas carols, with the intent of breathing new, fresh life into
the beloved hymns. And, with colorful orchestral or brass accompaniment, it is hoped
that these new arrangements will be especially imaginative.

"The underlying approach to this work has been to dramatize the lyrics. For example,
in the first movement, The Father’s Love (based on the hymn Of the Father’s Love
Begotten), the original plainchant melody is surrounded by a filigree of patterns marked
“to suggest the spirit of life forming.” As the melody is sung, one might hear chimes
(church bells) in the background. By the arrival of the second verse (“O ye heights
of heaven adore him”), the tempo has picked up and the melody has changed into a
celebratory expression. Many of the words in the hymn text are quite powerful and
inspiring. And thus, the musical setting focuses on bringing these lyrics to full life.
The climax of this song comes with the words “Let no tongue on earth be silent, every
voice in concert ring... for He is Alpha and Omega. Evermore!”

Star of Night is a new presentation of the familiar We Three Kings of Orient Are. The
original 3/4 meter is changed to 2/2, suggestive of camels walking (to Bethlehem).
Within the dramatic nature of this work, three soloists step forth to portray the kings
as they wander by, following the star. The music reaches its greatest intensity on the
words “O Star of Wonder, Star of Night.” Then the singing fades away, leaving just
one star (high F#) shining in the sky.

As The Father’s Love speaks of the coming of Christ, and Star of Night leads to the
place of his birth, so then the completion of the story comes with the third song, The
Child is Born. Here, a new melody has been composed. With dotted-note rhythms and
intervallic leaps, the melodic contour is particularly energetic and jubilant. For this is
a song of strength. A middle section modulates from the home key of D Major to the
mediant, F Major, to speak of Mary’ love for her son. There is a “cantabile” passage
with the words “lead us all with hearts aflame...” Then, the tempo quickens and the
dynamics increase, leading to a return to D Major, for a strong statement of the central
lyrics: “Alpha and Omega be, let the organ thunder! We shall raise our voice to Thee,
and tear the air asunder. We shall raise our voice to Thee, forever!”

—Gwyneth Walker

Total duration: 12°30”
Performance Options

Instrumentation and ordering information for the orchestral version: 2 flutes,
oboe, Bb clarinet, bassoon, 2 horns in F, 2 trumpets in C, trombone, percussion (wind
chimes, chimes, hi and low bongos, low and medium tom-toms, triangle, tambourine,
bass drum, crash cymbals, suspended cymbals, temple blocks [5], glockenspiel, timpani),
strings. The full score and parts are available on rental from the publisher.

Instrumentation and ordering information for the version for brass quintet,
percussion and organ: 2 trumpets in C, horn in F, trombone, tuba, percussion (wind
chimes, chimes, high and low bongos, low and medium tom-toms, triangle, suspended
cymbal, tambourine, temple blocks [5], glockenspiel, bass drum, maracas, hi-hat
cymbal, timpani). The full score (Catalog No. 7727) and parts (Catalog No. 7728) are
available for sale from the publisher.

Ordering information for the three choral scores: 1. The Father’s Love (SATB &
piano, Catalog No. 7721) 2. Star of Night (SAB Soli, SATB & piano, Catalog No.
7722, 3. The Child is Born (SATB & piano, Catalog No. 7723).
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The orchestral version was premiered on December 12, 2010 by the Concert Choir and Symphony Orchestra at Mesa State College,
Grand Junction, CO, Dr. Monte Atkinson, Music Director.
The organ, brass and percussion version was premiered on December 19, 2010 by the Choir and Festival Brass Quintet
at the The First Congregational Church of Cheshire, CT, Joseph D Eugenio, Music Director, Allan Conway, organist.

Alpha and Omega

for SAB Soli, SATB Chorus, Brass Quintet, Percussion and Organ
1. The Father’s Love

Marcus Aurelius Prudentius Clemens (348 —. 410) Divinum Mysterium
translated by John Mason Neale, 1854 Plainsong, Mode 5
adapt. Henry W. Baker, 1859 Sanctus Trope, 11th century
G. Walker, alt. Arranged by Gwyneth Walker
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2. Star of Night

Based on Kings of Orient

John H. Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891)

By John H. Hopkins, Jr.
Arranged by Gwyneth Walker
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[Chorus: bow from the waist, in reverance to the child.]

[Tpts. and Hn. bow from waist while playing, in reverance to the child. (col Chorus)]
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*It is suggested that the Soloists be standing in the front row of the chorus, and step forward, apart from one another, to sing their solo lines.
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[During this short interlude (mm. 97-101) the “Three Kings” wander
the stage as if following the star. By m. 101, they stand together.]
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[This small interlude serves as a link to the next movement.]
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3. The Child is Born

Gwyneth Walker

Traditional Latin, 15th century

translated by Percy Dearmer (1867 —1936)
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