A Song of the Future

Gwyneth Walker

GALAXY 9 MUSIC

OOOOOOOOOOO



Catalog No. 1.3495

For the Plano Senior High School A Cappella Women's Chorus of Plano, Texas,
and their 2017 Texas Music Educators Association Convention Performance,
Derrick D. Brookins and Lisa Newby, Conductors

A Song of the Future

for SSAA Chorus, Oboe, and Piano

Sidney Lanier (1842—-1881) Gwyneth Walker
Altered and with additional words by G. W.
Flowing J =108
gently soaring, with hope for the future
0 — — — ™
S =~ — e
- | — - r o
. J s s
Piano p
'/': ﬁﬁ % ok o P
T & | | V
— —
K. i simile
? /_\
9 b p— — ﬂ_ > e > e >
G c” . s ® . ° SEees
ANIY [ [ [ [ [ [ [  I—
oJ — =~ — ==
poco cresc.
. — o e
2 B . o1 p
. o o
A
~ ) 4 ./._\79'
ob. [ - | - = |
e mfes
pr.
o o lightly trembling accompaniment
[ 4 o ® — e —
’L, Iﬂﬁ // ﬁ ? [ — } h& | | | | | | | |
%vﬂ T // I [ [ [ [ ] é\
di
/ im P
. ~
2 B — i
@ — — — —
with pedal
0
~ 9 ﬂu ?/\._\P' g F F \' T © ]
Ob.[ 5 t——— =P : : 1 ! |
Ne) T
() 4 — e o e — — e e
P’ A | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

N I S |
Note setting and format by Gwyneth Walker Music Productions.

© Copyright 2017 by Galaxy Music Corporation, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.




i
f\-
||| il
o ﬂ\-
/A
1
Al B0
N1 1
1 o T
A
[/
0 J& B
= T2

16

]
5
(Vi Wo )
S
S
S
B\ = M v
S .
QL L)
-\\g [ )
o 1 m % L]
L L NG
=i
3
W L)
S i
TR v
I <
L1k L)
.v@ E _ [ )
1 1 m
ﬁd i
[
o
(
2 ooy AT AT A
NGy DN NG NP AN
——f Y £
S 7% <<

1l
il | (el 1l
[ | |
il 1l
il oo/ = gp/ = 1l
L
/|
9:: | mm il el
L NN
.P\Q \ \
L NN
ol
ol
:L
ol % oo}
2 W@w M“.@d M“.n@w .”,
8§ @agd 29



1

Py
<

7
o L — A
f &

ANIYJ

P-4

e

¢l0 o\

hopes,
to

life

my

my

of

Ark*

dreams,

my

of

sail _ fast,

Ark

»

1 mfespr. (broad phrases)

Al
Sail _ fast,
20}
o) o
"l
bl
#
"Ll
a8 Car’
vessel, carrier

P A

Y 4%

[ fan Y
NeJ

p o, (A

f ‘ ‘ ‘
I AF
| 1 .
o | T &l
| . |
.
<
o .
.
.
.
N[ .
Al [O] <8
Je N 1y NE
f N L
SN—NT —
(9| el
< O

Ob. [
*Ark



Sail,

Sail _ fast,

— J ] [

@
-
‘flc

1

come.
come.

10
10
#

~eJ
- ) 4

—

Sweep
Sweep

DR e we

EFEFEFEF]

glit - ter - ing through the
glit - ter - ing through the

with pedal

Lttt s

dreams.__
dreams.

Fly
Fly

Past,
Past,

my
my

of
of

rrrrrore

Ark
o
Ark

o - ver the drown - éd
o - ver the drown - éd

sail,

o Z°
!

~—"

sail _ fast,

>
gl
mf sub.

Lord - ly

!
>

Lord - ly
D]

#
-
hdl - I0%
#
10
#y
-
hdl - I0%

(e
)
Y
)
o]
>4

37[D] >

—

34
)

S1
S2
A
S1
S2
Al
A2



40

e

sail

fast,

sail fast,  sail fast,  sail

fast,

sail fast,  sail fast,  sail fast,  sail

fast,

&
e

T gl [ gl | gl [ g

_ = == ==

0 &

S1 [=0-4

| '3 'S ~t
w2 w2
| < <
5} 5}
e e
5] 5]
on on
— g =
< <
St St
R d R d
w w
7S 7S
— g =
=] =]
w w
3 Ras B
E E ™~
-
@ N Inmwd »
f
N— N\ —
9\ —
%) < <

of new birds from a

Breaths

fast.

#
il

Y AN
[ fan

fast.

of new birds from a

Breaths

fast.

S1

S2

#

y 4T

-
bl I8

A2



46
— ) 4 | | mf
P’ A Y | | I I - I Py ]
si[Gte o | = ==
S ‘
dry - ing lea* My
P mff
) u | | | | |
s | ‘ | — | 1 | 1
SR2NHat————% @ |° ° ° 2 ¢ 2 = s, o
oJ \ m— S—

with  news of the fu-ture will scent the sea; My

) 4 |
P A ) T - T I |
Al |Hes—ft——TF— 1 1 = < o |
;Jz o — - \ \ \
dry - ing lea* My
9 ﬁu p I i | ! | ! I I | ]
A2 (’L@ L — pd ‘ g P - E—— 1 N —— 1 < 1
™ e ’ N
with news of the fu-ture will scent_ the  sea;
) 4 | g‘ i J
—a | y 2 } y ] v 4 - < y ]
PN PN f PN i. PN F PN
o). #u. } 7 2 o 7 2
7 H | PN r PN
49 with excitement rit Slower
_ N 4 - - i A A ’
L - - - B S A S B ————— S———————
Sl [ an W1 | | | | | | [ | | PN | |
\QJ)} T I — | 1 ] [ I T [ |

-y -----——
A\YY
o) ‘ ‘ ‘

() # | pr— A | A
P’ A [ [ [ | | [ [ [ - ]
Al eSS == |
oJ ‘ I v |
brain is beat-ing like the heart of Haste;
A u o p lightly
p" A I - [ [ p— [ [ [ [ ]
A2 |H{en—H = 3 ——— g
_\\QJ)} [ ’\ [
Il loose. me a bird up - on this
with excitement rit. Slower
h u A A A9
I{ ”ﬂ Y 2 ; Y 2 -
[ o YL PN E # PN
AN1V . [ [
1Y) 25 \ \ \
mf
4
> i e = =
T
=

*lea = meadow



S2

Al

A2

®
s
Fo\

S1
S2

Al

A2 L

accel.

Tempo I (J =108)

vently (as a tiny bird,
52 éc y cy ) f_\
e r ]
~ () 4
7 % - 1 - 1 - 1 - |
[ o Y [ [ [ V\
\QJ)/ [ [ [ |
9 ﬁu. [ [ [ ]
7 Ji—ibs - \ - ] - ‘ - al
[ o WA [ [ [ f
\Q‘j} [ [ [ |
[ 4
P A’ 20 - I - I - I - ]
G 1 1 | “
\;)U [ [ [ |
9 ﬂu [ [ } [ [ [ ]
AH—H | [ - [ - [ - \/
a [ [ [ [
'\\ij . . [ [ [ |
Pres-ent waste;*
answering Altos accel.  Tempol (s =108)
f) # -
P — . =
[ o Y ! Vi
ANIV [0 ] [0 ]
5 » 8, 8
mf
o o o
hdl DO 0 - - ©O =4
J "1 hd
b () ©
o
56
h # | 4 | 4 | ﬂ | 4/\
= . - - e @ ° . |
oJ
E—— P
[sustain notes]
p trembling, as a “tiny dove”
W) N  — e
’{ ﬁ‘% - } - } - [ [ [ [ [ [ [ ]
[ o Y [ [ Vi
ANIV [ [
oJ Y \ | \ | \ |
Go, trem-bling song, go trem-bling,
A p trembling, as a “tiny dove”
D’ A _ Y [ [ \ ]
g U - [ - [ e N I 1 I 1 I 1 |
[ o WA [ [ A T [ [ [ [ [ [ |
<o) ! \

L g e i e

Go, trem-bling song, go trem-bling,

*Release a dove in flight, like Noah on the Ark

S

S

24

o

. o 0 06 0 0 o oo o

e o 2 2 2 5 o o o g F F F F F F @

Yoy T T I T I ITEE [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ L

Z " 1 1 [ [ [ I  E— I  E— O
Y W [ S [ S ul

with pedal



9 /\
— ) 4 —
Ob.[ G- ! - 7 A R |
e
S1[F () 4 A  — p—
o AL } - [ [ [ [ [ | | }
S2
) i 72— — \ —
trem- bling, trem-bling song, And stay not long; oh, stay not,
Al ’{? ﬁﬁ | | | | } & ‘R | | | | | | }
A2 \fﬂ\ hal [ [ [ [ = } /A . [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |
DA 1
trem-bling, trem-bling song, And stay not long; oh, stay not,
0 4 $ ﬁ 5 5 8
s t—a 8o
[ o WA [ [ [ T &
ANIY [ ] ] I ©O
oJ e
e # O
D s <
T
rit.
61
S1 f) u | J |
S2 \ ] ] ] ] | | |
o \ \ \ \ i — — ‘ —
stay not, stay not long: Thou art on - ly a tt - ny and
() 4 | |
Al |=Arg i ——— —— —
A2 | € > - 3 —— —
o) ‘? '? 'F '? '? [I— | [I—| | —
stay not, stay not long: Thou art on - ly a tt - ny and
rit.
() 4 2.
Gt ! :
AN3V - :
) =2
# o
74 . s
T €
=
(I"it.) strong Slower strong
63 N . «  break break
e e
S2 1= ] ] ] } } = . i \ 1 |
[y . \ \ E r r \ \ [S— \
qui - et dove, but thine eye is faith, and thy wing is
Al (At — -+ +# — ——
A2 %}eﬁf—ir—iﬁ —— f —r E | ? ? |
qui - et dove, but thine eye is faith, and thy wing is
(Vit.) strong Slower strong
' break break
% S 3 = S =
o !
o) #
','o 'ﬂﬁ -
T




10

Tempo I celebratory (J =108)

66 accel. = /_\l
ob. [ m— . =
cresc. f
I .
S1 b4 | | 8 —g /}
82 |55 i g ! — } —t }
love.
cresc. f
0 4 ‘ ‘
Q;%“ e == |
L < [~ ‘- ‘P [ —— |
love.
accel. Tempo I celebratory (J =108)
() 4
eyt
ANIY QO QO
e o o
. S
)y = = ° S
T O Py
O
70 —~ /i\ P Py @
g g > [Fe [F o F . ‘
Ob. r@ R s s R |
~e) P
[sustain notes]
p trembling (as before)

Go, trem-bling song, go trem-bling,

p trembling (as before)
Al 9 'ﬁuﬂ\ h‘] 5 - i - i ‘; 1“\\ I 1 I 1 I 1 }
- Go, trem-bling song, go trem-bling,
[} e —
P A . Y [ 1T 71 T 1 [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [
O rriiiiil venLLeee B
qti
—— | p
, 2222200 | 2 o o © o o o o (o]
). i e oo 00000 [ "~ o

with pedal



12

m Tempo I very celebratory (J =108)

€

00

m Tempo I very celebratory (J =108)

8vb777777777777777777777777777777‘

[ fan )

"Ll

ol
A
[ fan Y T
(
A u Unis.

o o
w N®el & wN||wed i 0
m= m= B
= v v = v v L v
NG NG e 3
\ [
7% .

love,

love,

#

ot
hul

V 4N

[ fan)

=~

love,

love,

A2

—

with pedal

—




13

&

]
== T

7Y

unis.

love,

love,

love,

#
[ I

#

love,

love,

#

ot |
T a

7
[ fan

-~

love,

love,

M B B B B

!

oy
-
o). g

S2

A2

86
Ob. r

#
2%

o)
7

[ £an)
A3V
oJ

#
#

love.

#
)

#
#

love.

#

]
o
T

o
i

O
7

[ fan
ANV
J

-~

el

love.

el

#

A2




i Ee= == —————————— g | 1
I3
L A s O O
o Hl I Il |
S1 | Hfes—H } H
ANIV4 I i |
o
I3
Nd o °
D’ 4 HJJ. ~F [ i |
S2 |fes—H | H
ANV | i |
o
Hou Q)
A i —o —To i |
Al |Hfes—H } H
ANIV4 I i |
o
I3
N 4
DA P =N —To i |
A2 |Hen—1 | H
ANIY4 | i |
=
rit.
5 5 5 5 5 5 Q)
AR R S
5 5 5 5 &/
O .
hdl OO JVY
y AR
bl

3:15
August 26, 2016
Randolph, Vermont

Program Notes

A Song of the Future is a musical setting of a text by American poet Sidney Lanier (1842—1881).
The opening lines establish the central image of setting forth into a new life:

Sail fast, sail fast, Ark of my hopes, Ark of my dreams;
The voyage into the future is aligned with Noah’s journey on the Ark. Thus, the music opens with
flowing lines (as waves) in the piano accompaniment leading to an Oboe theme which soars up an
octave (reaching out across the sea). This theme is then adopted by the chorus.
A contrasting middle section is quiet in dynamics and small in scope, expressing the tiny dove
which Noah released on a search for the new land. Both the chorus and the accompaniment speak
of the trembling dove with trembling repeated notes.
The closing lines of the poem create especially beautiful imagery for the dove:

Thou art only a tiny and quiet dove, but thine eye is faith, and thy wing is love.

A journey into the future must be made with faith, and with love.
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