Gwyneth Walker

RIVER SONGS

for Chorus and Orchestra

“Deep River”
“A Mule Named Sal”
“The Water is Wide”
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Robert Eaton -- Conductor



Instrumentation

1 Flute

1 Oboe

2 Clarinets

1 Bassoon

2 Horns

1 Trumpet

1 Trombone

1 Percussion

Strings (ca. 4,4, 3,2, 1)

Duration

19 minutes



Program Notes

These are songs about rivers and water. They are based on traditional American spirituals
(“Deep River”) and folk songs (“A Mule Named Sal” and “The Water is Wide”). But new
material is woven in as part of the ongoing evolution of this repertoire.

Within the framework of “Deep River” a small chorus introduces a strain of “Never been so far
from home. River, river carry me on.” Perhaps there is homesickness associated with a river
journey. Later, the full chorus sings of “running the rapids on the Colorado” as a reference to a
contemporary form of river adventure. This movement expresses not only the spiritual aspects of
the familiar “Deep River” song, but also the beauty and fear associated with river travel.

“A Mule Named Sal” presents “The Erie Canal” with a special focus on the beloved yet
stubborn four-legged mode of conveyance. The mule is obviously in charge here! And those who
question her authority fall victim to her “iron toe.”

“The Water is Wide” has the familiar lyrics, with a new melody. The central image of this
movement is the rippling expanse of the water. The introduction in the strings unfolds slowly,
perhaps suggestive of waves. And the chorus enters with repeated notes, marked “peacefully, as
if floating.” This is a gentle, unrushed song.

About the Composer

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenaeum Award
for Achievement in the Arts and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum.

Walker's catalog includes over 190 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles,
chorus and solo voice. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer of Boston
(choral and vocal music) and Lauren Keiser Music (orchestral and instrumental music).
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* Use a large worn-looking Cowbell (not an elegant Swiss Cowbell) held up in one hand,

played with a wooden stick or shaken, as instructed.
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The Water is Wide

Duration: 7°30” Total Duration: 19



	front matter
	1. "Deep River" full score
	2. "Mule Named Sal" full score
	3."Water is Wide full score

