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This collection contains nine songs for voice and organ, transcribed by the
composer from the original choral versions. This is an anthology, not a song cycle.
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The composer wishes to thank the following musicians who gave generously of their time to performance testing and
editing these songs.

David Kidwell, Organist and Mary Annarella, Soprano: Edwards Church of Northampton, MA.
Elizabeth Goldstein, Organist and Trine Bolling, Soprano: First United Methodist Church of Sarasota, FL.
James Bullock, Organist and Betsy Cadbury, Soprano: Community Church of Durham, NH.

Malcolm Halliday, Organist, Jennifer Shaw, Soprano, Christina White, Soprano, Jeanine Vitale, Contralto and
Paul Dexter, Baritone: First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, MA.

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth Walker is
beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth
Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds a B.A., M.M.
and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory,
she resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For
nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. She now divides her time between her
childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and
Randolph, Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker has been a proud resident of Vermont for many years. She is the recipient of the
Year 2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenacum
Award for Achievement in the Arts and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum. In 2012, she
was elected as a Fellow of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Walker’s catalog includes over 300 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, chorus,
and solo voice. A special interest has been dramatic works that combine music with readings, acting, and
movement. The music of Gwyneth Walker 1s published by E. C. Schirmer (choral and vocal music) and
Lauren Keiser Music (orchestral and mstrumental music).

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at her Web site. <www.gwynethwalker.com>
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All rights reserved.



Catalog No. 8066

The Lord’s Prayer

from Bethesda Evensong Gwyneth Walker

This is an extended (4-minute) and dramatic setting of The Lord’s Prayer. An unusual feature of this song is the insertion of
the Prayer of St. Francis into the text of The Lord’s Prayer. Afier the words, “as we forgive those who trespass against us,”
the vocalist sings “Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.” The music continues through the Prayer of St. Francis
“Where there is sadness, joy...” and then returns to The Lord’s Prayer, “and lead us not into temptation...” This return is the
climax of the work, with the voice rising to a powerful “Amen.”
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Note setting and format by Gwyneth Walker Music Productions.
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Every Night When the Sun Goes Down

Traditional Gwyneth Walker
G. W., alt.

Every Night When the Sun Goes Down is a sorrowful yet hopeful song, expressed in the lyrics “True love don’t weep or
mourn for me. The Lord has come to set me free.” The sustained chordal accompaniment emphasizes the heaviness of the
mourning. Ascending arpeggio and scalar patterns express the rising to heaven. Near the end of the song, the tonality
shifts upward from Ebto E Major to reflect the lyrics, “And when I rise up to the sky...on wings of silver Iwill fly.”” The
voice and accompaniment ascend and fade away.
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I Thank You God

E. E. Cummings (1894-1962) Gwyneth Walker
This is a song of praise, thanking God for the “leaping, greenly spirits of trees, a blue true dream of sky” and “everything
which is infinite. How should any human being doubt You?”

A central phrase of [ “who have died am alive again today” returns frequently. This is an expression of the rebirth of the

soul with each amazing day. The song progresses from the unfolding wonderment of the beginning to a conclusion of
ecstatic praise and joy.
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“i thank You God for most this amazing” from COMPLETE POEMS: 1904-1962, by E. E. Cummings, edited by George J. Firmage, is used
with the permission of Liveright Publishing Corporation. Copyright © 1950, 1978, 1991 by the Trustees for the E. E. Cummings Trust.
Copyright © 1979 by George James Firmage.

© Copyright 2002 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company.
A division of ECS Publishing, Boston, Massachusetts.
All rights reserved. Made in the U.S.A.
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Psalm 23

Bible: Psalm 23 Gwyneth Walker
G. W., alt.

This setting emphasizes the psalm’s pastoral qualities with a flowing, lyrical melody. The music gains intensity for “I will
fear no evil, for thou art with me,” and the final statement of “I will dwell in the house of the Lord, forever” is strong,
with conviction
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Crossing the Bar

Alfred, Lord Tennyson Gwyneth Walker
(1809-1892)

Crossing the Bar creates images of the sea, with the ‘‘final voyage” leading us out across the water, to see our “Pilot,
face to face.” The musical setting endeavors to express the growth from peaceful to ecstatic moods, the tolling of the bell,
the meeting of the Pilot. “May there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out to sea.”
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Walk That Valley

Traditional Spiritual
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Gwyneth Walker

Walk That Valley is based on the traditional American spiritual, “Lonesome Valley.” New Iyrics and harmonies have
been added to the original, and new musical interludes have been inserted. The focus is on the individual person
encountering times of difficulty alone “Walk that lonesome valley by yourself.” There are moments of confusion and doubt.
There are moments of fear and pain. Yet, by facing adversity, by oneself, one often finds the strength and faith for moving

forward through life. This is a song of triumph, and of growth, portraying women of strength and of character.
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Good Shepherd

Henry Baker (1821-1877) Gwyneth Walker
G. W., alt.

This anthem was composed for William and Curtis Sorensen, Tenors in the choir at First Congregational Church in North
Guilford, CT. The Sorensen family raises sheep. The lyrics of the familiar hymn have been modified with the insertion of
the blessing “God before me, God beside me, God behind me, God above me, God within me.” The shepherd asks for
God'’s blessing upon himself and his flock.
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Abide With Me

Henry Lyte (1793—-1847)

G. W., alt.

Abide With Me adapts the well-known hymn text in which the phrase “‘Be with me” is substituted for the original words
“Abide with me.” (The latter phrase is saved for the ending.) A middle verse rises in range and dynamics with the words

Gwyneth Walker

“Raise high your cross before my closing eyes. Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.” After this ecstatic
section, the music descends and quiets prayerfully, with repetition of the words “Come live in me, O Lord.” This song
ends peacefully, with the phrase “Abide with me.”
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Peace, My Heart

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) Gwyneth Walker
from The Gardener (1913)

G. W., alt.

Peace My Heart is an uplifting memorial song. The text, by Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore, speaks of the final

voyage as fulfillment. ““Let it not be a death, but completeness.” The path of life moves towards this “beautiful end.”

A recurrent image in the poem is of birds in flight, rising to heaven. Thus, the musical setting includes short “wing-like”
accompaniment patterns to frame the melody.

The phrase, “Peace, My Heart,” is initially presented gently, to offer comfort to the dying and to those lefi behind. Then
the expression grows in intensity (marked “impassioned”), since the pain and beauty of the parting are deeply felt. As the
voice fades away, the soul takes flight. “'I bow to you, and hold up my lamp to light you on your way.”
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