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Program Notes

The poetry of William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) speaks in a simple and direct language. The
imagery is rich and beautiful, providing fertile ground for musical expression. In the first song
(“The Lake Isle of Innisfree”), one might hear the “lake water lapping” through arpeggiated
accompaniment patterns. Or, one might feel the gentle, slow melodic descent when “peace comes
dropping slow.”

Each poem, and each song, has its own central images similarly displayed. The musical language
is basically tonal, with an emphasis upon melodic writing in keeping with the lyricism of the

poetry.

The four songs in this set progress through time, from the initial setting forth on a journey
(“The Lake Isle of Innisfree”), to the newness of young love (“Shy One”), to a reflection on the
passing of years (“When You Are Old”) and lastly, to the eternal, transcendent beauty of love
(“The Song of Wandering Aengus”). One senses the poet seeking that which is always beyond
the limits of the finite world.

And walk among long dappled grass,
And pluck till time and times are done
the silver apples of the moon,

the golden apples of the sun.

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont. Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000
“Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council.

Walker's catalog includes over 150 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and
chamber ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published E. C. Schirmer of Boston (choral
and vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral and instrumental music).
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To an Isle in the Water

William Butler Yeats Introduction
(1865 - 1939) Gwyneth Walker
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