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Wayfaring Stranger is based on the traditional American song, [ am a Poor, Wayfaring Stranger. The lyrics describe two forms of
journey — the journey “home” to be with parents, and the journey to the “Heavenly home” to be with God. These two journeys merge,
as one seeks to join with one’s earthly parents in heaven just as one meets with the Heavenly Father at the end of the final voyage.

The imagery of the text is varied, from the tenderness of longing for parents to the celebration of “singing to my God!” Thus, the
musical setting endeavors to highlight this emotional range. Each verse receives a different musical expression relevant to the lyrics.
The depths of longing (lowest vocal range) associate with missing one’s mother, and the heights of celebration arrive with the words,
“I’1l soon be free of earthly trials.”

The musical language is characterized by a recurrent thythmic underpinning. This walking pattern reflects the journey home — a
deliberate tempo with increasing energy. “Precious Savior, bring me home!”

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A.
Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic
employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the
Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenacum Award for Achievement in the Arts and Humanities” from the
St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum.

Walker’s catalog includes over 180 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber ensembles. The music of Gwyneth
Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer of Boston (choral and vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis
(orchestral and instrumental music).



