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I. TUNING UP

II. ANTICIPATION

ITII. THE POINT

IV. MARCHE TRIOMPHANTE

Duration: 6 Minutes

Performance Notes

Match Point is a musical dramatization of a tennis point. It is suggested that the
conductor wear tennis clothes, or at least a tennis hat. Band players may also wear
tennis clothing such as wristlets, headbands, tennis hats and/or sneakers. The
conductor must be prepared to conduct the last two movements (“The Point” and
“Marche Triomphante”) with a tennis racquet.

Hints of tennis strokes are marked in the score to be used at the discretion of the
conductor. For example, the Percussionists are asked to transform their performance
gestures into forehand and backhand strokes. And, any other modifications of
playing techniques (perhaps invented by the band members) to approximate a game
of tennis would be welcome.

If the conductor happens to be a tennis player, he/she may add additional tennis
flourishes as desired. However, it is not necessary that the conductor play tennis. A
short consultation with a tennis player (of any level of ability!) should provide
sufficient preparation for performance.

Required equipment includes:

A bag of yellow tennis balls — for dropping on drums and
muting brass

Several ice cubes and a glass — for the ending

tennis racquet(s) — for the conductor



Match Point

Gwyneth Walker

I. Tuning Up

Conductor walks onto stage carrying tennis racquet(s) and
other tennis equipment, if desired. Band tunes to concert Bb.
Conductor listens to tension of racquet strings, “tunes up” racquets,
limbers up, ad lib.

I1. Anticipation

With subdued excitement

tennis balls dramatically dropped onto drumhead
(each player, when cued by conductor, drops many balls and lets them bounce off across the stage)

—

. . )" TZ
Timpani J- 1
o o o Ld o o %
repeat ad lib.
repeat ad lib. %
Snare Drum o o A
repeat ad lib.
Tenor Drum oo 2
repeat ad lib.
Tom-Tom oo 2
repeat ad lib.
Bass Drum oo 2

© Copyright 1985 Gwyneth Walker. Copyright assigned to MMB Music, Inc. (ASCAP) St. Louis, MO, USA.
All rights reserved. International protection secured under UCC, Buenos Aires and bilateral copyright treaties.
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III. The Point

The players at the front of the band are divided into four sections:

from 1, at the conductor’s far left, to 4 at the far right.

These groups are the “competitors” in the point. The other members of

the band follow the back-and-forth flight of the ball with their instruments held up
for the audience to see.

% = “pop” of finger against inside of cheek

r = light “thud” of foot on floor

@ Moderato J:96
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NI - - - -
2 |4 2 B ¢ ™ 2 ™~ : F
s | b = - = F&
4 - - - - -
(everyone looks up)
(lob) ~ (rally resumes)
e — S e —m 2~ s
Piccolo o - i L I T
p 3 < E———
~ SIS 2
1 [ [
2 ~ ? - 2 - ? -
3 € ‘ 3
3 ~ g ‘- : ‘-
s = —+ —t
accel. ...
(both at net) Conductor “winds up” for .......
1 o 2 o ? o ? o ? o ? o 2 o ? o ? ~
I 3 h 3 h 3 h 3 E 3 [ 3 [ 3 E 3 -
2 - 2 - 2 o o ) o ° o)
3 qre 3 € 3 € €
\ ! \ \ | |
4 o g o g g o g o g o g o g o : o ~
I I ) I I I I I

Match Point




J:IOS

overhead smash!

o o N SRS b g o 6 6 o o a S
g
[
e TTRA TR TR TR TRA TR 3
L B3 ¥ = = = = b4
5]
o
2
g
2
n
TTRA TTRA TTRA TR TR TR TR
L | e [+t e L I I I I /
oA oA oA oA oA oA oA
®©
(=}
~
1
MTTTRAS [[TTRA S s Y VN s VNG| oo VR )
¢
(€ (€ (C (€ (€ (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (C (G
A~
— N
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N Nt N
hu@d hvE\y hvE\y hvE\y hvE\y hvE\y hvE\y hvE\y mp hun@d hun@d hun@d hun@d hun@ hun@d mp ey mp mp mp
——— —— ——— ——
g T s 3 = 3 < 3 X 1 = @ s = g =
: s T : R § 1
< 3 2 e K
< 5} o
[

Crash Cym.

Match Point



—|
T
3
T
o

T
T

3
T

beppe epepe
poes

gree reee
gree reee

forehand volley

.

reee
o pp

3
|

3

gree pee|f PEEE £

backhand volley
gree pee £ PEEE £
bepee poelbe

'S
'S

33
33

>/‘
=

.
.

b
b

'S
'S
'S

IV. Marche Triomphante

pompous style, with hints of tennis strokes and flourishes.
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All players relax by sitting
back in chair and saying “Ahhh!”.
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