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MUSIC ALONE SHALL LIVE

an orchestral overture

duration: 2 minutes and 40 seconds

NOTES

This music is inspired by the German folksong, “Die Musici.” [All things shall perish from under
the sky. Music alone shall live, never to die.]| How very appropriate are these sentiments today, as
we celebrate the enduring strength of music through pandemic trials.

The musical expression focuses on several aspects of this song. All things shall perish is reflected
in the wide instrumental range, with the opening phrase given to Tuba, answered soon by
Piccolo.

When the ensemble enters, it is with rhythmic energy. For this is celebratory music. Key
modulations joyfully rise from F to A to C.

Near the end, ostinato patterns, starting with Tuba, layer upon each other until all
instruments are playing “with maximum energy.” Never to die!

THE COMPOSER

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth
Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence,
drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the
Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A
former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic
employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years,
she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont before returning to live in her childhood
hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut.

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at:
www.owynethwalker.com

Music preparation by:
TUNESMITH MuUsIC
PO Box 91435 | Louisville KY 40291 | (502)762-9219

www.tunesmithmusic.com \info@tunesmithmusic.com



inspired by the German folksong “Die Musici”

Music Alone Shall Live

for Orchestra

Gwyneth Walker
“All things shall perish from under the sky.
Music alone shall live, never to die.’
Moderate tempo (J =108)
Piccolo ﬁ = = = = = =
:)V i 3
T — - - - - -
2 ot
Oboes ! ﬁ = = = = = =
2 Q)u s 3
. 1 - - - - - -
Bb Clarinets ) A
:)LI S 3
Bassoons ! =3 = = = = = =
2L D—f
1 *"#‘é - = = - = =
2 7 4
Horns in F
3 #& - - - - - -
4 U QJU 3
1] 7 = = = = = =
:)LI S 3
Trumpets in C*
2 - - - - - -
34 D 3
[These words from the folksong are associated with the notes]
Trombones ; ﬁﬂ??. = = = = = =
Tuba “All things shall |per - ish from un - der the sky.”
R ==
p delicately : . .
Glockenspiel
Percussion gentle gliss. ad lib. [between F and C]
(Glockenspiel, Bongo, L (a “silvery” background)
Low Tom-Tom, Triangle, [#g - ! - ! - ! - ! P ;
Suspended Cymbal, o) 4 1 i i i ] ]
Shaker, Temple Blocks [5] pp
Slapstick, Ratchet) L
J div., lightly,
Moderate tempo (¢ = 108) tip of bow
:)LI S 3 Fd Fd
rp
Violins div., lightly,
tip of bow
2 7 = = = = a0 o
ANIV4 S 3 > >
o 7 7
rp
Viola % = = = = = =
Violoncello ﬁﬁt = = = = = =
Contrabass ﬁﬁt - - - - - -

*Parts for Bb Trumpet are also available.
© Copyright 2022 by Gwyneth Walker
252 Park Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
www.gwynethwalker.com All rights reserved
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