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1. I Like the Dance
2. Friends and Lovers
3. A Song for You



5ong and Dance

duration:5 minutes and 30 seconds

Notcs

Song and Dance is a set of three short songs based on the poetry of African-American poet
Nikki Giovanni (b. 1943). These songs are intended as an addendum to the earlier collection,
Shoe Jazz (for Youth Chorus and string quartet, or piano). Whereas the Shoe Jazz texts were
selected for young singers (or those who are young at heart!), the lyrics for Song and Dance
are more mature — sensuous and romantic — yet still with the Nikki Giovanni humor and
charm.

[The two sets may be programmed together. ]

As the title Song and Dance suggests, this music is both melodic and rhythmic. Perhaps the
singer will find that she cannot resist dancing while singing. This would be most appropriate!

A few lines from each poem will set the tone:
1. I Like the Dance/l like the way I feel in your arms

2. Friends and Lovers are different things/Friends go shopping for shoes with you/Lovers
cause your heart to stop beating

3. 1 Sing for You/I whisper in your ear/I steal a kiss

Music preparation by:
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PO Box 91435 | Louisville KY 40291 | (502)762-9219

www.tunesmithmusic.com




T he Foems

I Like the Dance

I like the dance
I like the idea

of you in my arms
I like the gentle sway

I like the dance
I like your sweat
on my cheek
I like the way you breathe

Look at me
Look at me

I like the way I feel
in your arms

Friends and Lovers

Friends and Lovers
are different
things

Friends:
go shopping for shoes
with you
add extra garlic
to that new tomato sauce recipe
giggle over that silly thing
that happened back in high school

Lovers:
cause your heart to stop
beating
put cotton and dumb things to say
in your mouth
take you to paradise
and back again
and again
and again



A Song for You

I sing for you

Out of tune

Off key

Forgetting lyrics
Remembering longing

I perch
On your heart
I whisper in your ear

Tiptoeing lightly
Across your lashes
I steal a kiss

You flick
And blink
And flick
Again

I fly away
Leaving my song
doo wop doo wop
doo wop doo ditty ditty wop



Song and Dance

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano
Nikki Giovanni Gwyneth Walker

from Bicycles 2009* 1. I Like the Dance
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*Used with permission of the poet.
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2. Friends and Lovers

Moderate tempo (J =120)
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3. A Song for You

Peacefull tempo (J =108)
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Lively tempo (J = 132), swing eighths
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