2. Take This Hammer
traditional work song
adapted by Gwyneth Walker

Take this hammer,

Take it to the foreman.

Take this hammer,

take it to the foreman.

Take this hammer,

take it to the foreman,

tell him (her) that I'm workin’, workin’, workin” hard today.

Take this hammer and saw,
take them to the foreman,
tell him (her) that I'm workin’, workin’, workin” hard today.

Take this hammer and saw and plane,
take them to the foreman,
tell him (her) that I'm workin’, workin’, workin’ hard today.

Take this hammer and saw and plane and drill,
take them to the foreman,

tell him (her) that I'm workin’” hard, workin” hard,
workin’ hard, workin” hard today!
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(Tools of the Trade)

2. Take This Hammer

72

At a heavy working tempo J

(swing eighths)

The performance of this song will be enhanced by the use of “construction props” and simple hand gestures, as suggested in the score. The props
include a hammer, hand saw, plane (for leveling) and hand-held drill. The gestures may be performed by various singers from the different

sections (as notated in the score), or by four non-singers, standing to the front and side of the chorus, holding the props.

Traditional Song
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