e T e e 0 0 0 0 ———,0 ———,0 0 ———,0 0 ——,0 0 ———,0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 ———,0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 ———_0 0 0 0 ———_0 0 ———,0 ———_0 ———_0 ———,0 ———_0 ——_0 ———,0 ——,0 ——_0 ——_q
% Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % Ey % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % Q%
o,
So

Full Score

o o o o
e

o o o
6 ——0 ——% ——0%%

)

Inging

o2

1. Born in Bethlehem
2. The Friendly Beasts
3. Angels Si

0% o _of

6 ——

o2

o
¢

o o
6 ——"0% ——0%%

o2

o
¢

o o o
6 ——06 ——% ——0%

for Men’s Chorus, Piano and Clarinet

o o
6 ——0 ——0

Gwyneth Walker

and otheyr Christmas Carols

o o o o
6 ——06 ——06 ——0% ——0% ——0

“Lhe “Friendly Beasts

0008 o2

S

© 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 o0 00 00 00 o0 __00_ o0 __00_ 00 00 o0 00 o0 00 o0 00 o0 00 ___00___o0___00___00___o0___ o0 ___o00__00___o0__o0___ o0 ___o0___o0___o0___o0___ 0o



“Che Friendly Beasts

Duration: 14 minutes

This version for TTBB chorus was especially created for the
River City Men’s Chorus — David Glaze, Music Director
to be premiered on December 16, 2018 — Little Rock, Arkansas

The Friendly Beasts and other songs is a set of adaptations of familiar Christmas carols. The
songs were chosen for their character and personality, which might translate well into colorful
arrangements.

“Born in Bethlehem™ is a numbers song, similar to “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Each
group traveling to the Nativity, or associated with Jesus, is presented in ascending numerical order,
from one to twelve. [“One for the little bitty Baby...Twelve for the Twelve Apostles”] Once the
complete set has been introduced, the numbers are performed in reverse order, in a frantic race
(prestissimo) from twelve to one. This is an energetic song!

“The Friendly Beasts” portrays the animals who have protected Jesus and Mary during the
birth. Each animal proudly takes its turn announcing its contribution. The donkey carried Mary “up
hill and down.” The dove “cooed” the Child to sleep. At the end of the song, all of the animals
reappear in quick succession: donkey, cow, sheep, dove. They recount the gifts they brought to
Immanuel.

The third song, “Angels Singing,” is based on the carol “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
This new arrangement opens with shepherds (Tenor and Baritone soli) hearing angel voices, “o’er
the mountains, guided by a Holy light.” A few angels (lighter voices) sing in the distance. The carol
now shifts to full chorus, with lyrics in dialogue between the shepherds and the angels.

The Clarinet plays a featured role in these songs, enhancing the message of the lyrics. For
example, in the first song, the phrase “Children, go where I send thee” is matched by the Clarinet
scampering up a scale as children setting forth on a trip. And the next line, “How shall I send thee?”
has the Clarinet/children coming back down the scale, returning home.

In “The Friendly Beasts,” the Clarinet associates with each animal, braying as a donkey,
warmly mooing as a cow, embellishing as a sheep with “curly horns,” and fluttering upward with
trills as a dove in flight. Throughout the set, the versatile nature of the Clarinet is called upon to
present a wide range of roles: rhythmic, melodic, animal, angelic, blending with the chorus,
emerging as a soloist. Perhaps by the end, the listener might conclude that the Clarinet has portrayed
every character in the songs!

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth
Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and
humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member
of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to
pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont. She now divides her time between her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut
and the musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph, Vermont.

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at
www.gwynethwalker.com



Score in C

The Friendly Beasts

and Other Christmas Carols
for Men’s Chorus (TTBB), Piano and Clarinet

Traditional Gwyneth Walker
G. Walker, alt. .
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2. The Friendly Beasts

60 (in one)

This introduction provides the chorus
a time to rest, and the clarinet to
change instruments from Bb to A.
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tenderly, as the animals protecting Baby Jesus
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*All cut-offs for notes tied over the barline should be executed on the down beat of the following measure
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roughly, as a donkey braying
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*Chorus may shake their heads as Clarinet plays “curly horn” motive.
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*Chorus may shake their heads as Clarinet plays “curly horn” motive.
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*Chorus may shake their heads as Clarinet plays “curly horn” motive.
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*Join the “Ah” and “I” as one vowel sound.
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[Recap of the animals]

roughly, as a donkey braying
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IE * “Sheep with curly horn” motive
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as a dove rising to the “rafters high”
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*Chorus may shake their heads as Clarinet plays “curly horn” motive.
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3. Angels Singing

SOI;I)Lf enraptured, as a shepherd looking up at the stars
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QB) An - gels, I hear an - gels sing - ing,

To suggest a night sky filled with stars
rapidly, unmeasured, blurred
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At a joyous, moderate tempo J =132

(the angels) a few voices
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“Star motive” (upward octave leap)
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FasterJ = 144, with excitement
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*Upward leap in chorus is the “star” motive (see Clarinet at letter C).
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Gwyneth Walker | The Friendly Beasts 3. Angels Singing
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4:30 | Total: 13:00
This version completed March 13,2018
New Canaan, Connecticut

*Cue-sized notes are optional higher pitches if desired.
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