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dedicated to Petoskey, Michigan – The City of Trees

The Heart of the Tree
Gwyneth WalkerHenry Cutler Bunner (1855 - 1895)

G. W. alt.

The Heart of the Tree is based upon the poem (of the same title) by Henry Cutler Bunner (1855-1895). Although the 
text dates back to an earlier era, the sentiments described are timeless – love, respect and reverence for trees. 
Our “grounded friends” rise to the sky as a bridge between our rooted, earthly existence and heaven above.

The musical setting juxtaposes choral singing of the three stanzas of the poem with ascending melodic phrases in 
the accompaniment. These clarinet interludes are inspired by the image of the tree branches reaching upward – 
a shaft of beauty towering high.”

for SATB Chorus, *Bb Clarinet, and Piano

Score in C

*A part for “Flute or Oboe” is available as an alternate for the Clarinet.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

œœœ œœœ œœ œœ

˙
˙
˙

œ Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ

What does he plant who

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

What does he plant who

œ œ œ œ œ

...˙̇̇ggggggggggggg
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˙̇
˙

Œ

A

A

p  tenderly

p  tenderly

p
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∑

œ œ œ œ

plants a tree? He

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

plants a tree? He

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ Œ
.˙

.

.
˙
˙ Œ

[play cue-sized notes only as needed to support chorus]

∑
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plants a friend of
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plants a friend of
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∑

œ œ œ œ

sun and sky; He

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

sun and sky; He

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ Œ
..˙̇

.˙ Œ

∑

œ œ œ œ

plants the flag of

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

plants the flag of

œ
œ œ œ
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˙̇
˙

Œ

œ
˙ Œ

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

∑

œ œ œ œ

breez es free; The

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

breez es free; The

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ Œ˙ œ
..˙̇

Œ

∑

œ œ œ œ

shaft of beau ty,

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

shaft of beau ty,

œ œ œ œ

..˙̇ Œ

..˙̇
Œ
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œ œ-
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tow ering high; He

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
Œ

tow ering high;

œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ Œ

..˙̇
Œ

F

(cresc.)

(cresc.)
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plants a home to
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w
w
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Jœ ‰ Œ Œ
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œ œ œ Œ
heaven a nigh;
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∑
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song and moth er–
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jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Ó Œ œ
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croon of bird in

œœ œœ œœ Œ
˙ œ
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∑

œ
.
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hushed and hap py

œ
.
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œ
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œ œ œ
œ
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œ œ œ
hushed and hap py

œœ.
Œ Ó

œ
œ
.

Œ Ó

B
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∑

œ œ œ œ

twi light heard– the

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

twi light heard– the

œ œ Ó˙
œ œ

Ó˙

∑

œ œ œ œ œ

tre ble of hea ven’s

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ

tre ble of hea ven’s

œœ Œ Ó

œœ Œ Ó

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

- - - -

- - - -
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These things he plants who
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These things he plants who
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f  with strength
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What does she plant who
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∑

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
She
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She

œ œ .œ Jœ

plants a tree? She

Ó œ. œ. Jœ
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‰

œ œ œ œ Ó
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“Seeds”

“Seeds”

∑
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œ œ œ œ
plants cool shade and
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plants cool shade and

œ œ œ œ

plants cool shade and

œ
œ œ œ œ œ
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And
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ten der rain, And
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ten der rain, And

œ œ .œ Jœ
ten der rain, And
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“Seeds”

p

∑
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seed and bud of
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seed and bud of
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seed and bud of
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seed and bud of
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œ œ
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days to be, And
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∑
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years that fade and
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years that fade and
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flush a gain; She

œ œ œ œ
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flush a gain;
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plants the glo ry

œ œ œ œ
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Hmm
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œœ œœ
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F

F
Jœ ‰ Œ Œ

œ

œ œ œ Œ
of the plain;

œ œ œ

˙ œ œ
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œœ œœ œœ Œ
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eyes shall see

œœ œœœ œœ œ
œœœ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ
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These things she plants who
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plant a tree?
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