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What does he plant who
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tenderly

   
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[play cue-sized notes only as needed to support chorus]
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
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The Heart of the Tree
for SATB Chorus and Piano

Gwyneth WalkerHenry Cutler Bunner (1855 - 1895)
G. W. alt.

The Heart of the Tree is based upon the poem (of the same title) by Henry Cutler Bunner (1855-1895). Although the 
text dates back to an earlier era, the sentiments described are timeless – love, respect and reverence for trees. 
Our “grounded friends” rise to the sky as a bridge between our rooted, earthly existence and heaven above.

The musical setting juxtaposes choral singing of the three stanzas of the poem with ascending melodic phrases in the 
accompaniment. These piano interludes are inspired by the image of the tree branches reaching upward – “a shaft of 
beauty towering high.”
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   
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
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   


And

  



ten der rain, And

   


ten der rain, And

  



ten der rain, And
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 
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
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seed and bud of
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seed and bud of



    
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cresc.
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   

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  



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  


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  



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-

-
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   

years that fade and
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years that fade and
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 



 

The



   

her i tage; The

   
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 





   
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   

com ing age; the

   

      

com ing age; the

  


 


- - - - -

- -




















S
A

T
B

51

   

joy that un born
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joy that un born




 
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   

eyes shall see

  

  
   

eyes shall see





 

 













    
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    

        

These things she plants who












-

-
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    
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   


plants a

    

 





tree.




tree.

       

















       













57


     


 



cantabile

“Tree patterns”
F

       



       






       












61       

  

      

  

       







       





















S
A

T
B



65

    

What do we plant who

    

    

What do we plant who

    






G

G







  

plant a tree?

  

  

plant a tree?

  

    






  

We

 






We

 

       

   

plant, in sap and

   

   

plant, in sap and

   








7
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

















S
A

T
B

 

69

  

leaf and wood,

  

  

leaf and wood,

  

    






  

In

 






In

 

       

   

love of home and

   

   

love of home and


  









  

loy al ty

  

  

loy al ty

  

  
 




- -

- -




















S
A

T
B

() 

73

  

And

 






And

 

       

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

   

far cast thought of


  

   

far cast thought of

   






  

civ ic good–

  

  

civ ic good–

  

 
 



- -

- -


















S
A

T
B

()



76

  

Our

 




       
   

cresc.

(cresc.)

(cresc.)


   

bless ings on the

   



Hmm





 








   

neigh bor hood,

  

  

Our






   

 





-- -
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


























A

T

S

B

79





   

bless ings on the

   

bless ings on the



 






  

neigh bor hood,

  

neigh bor hood,

  
 

    

Who in the hol low

    
Who in the hol low

    

Who in the hol low

    

Who in the hol low


 


      

H

H











   

of His hand holds

   
of His hand holds

   

of His hand holds

   

of His hand holds







      

-

- - - -

- - - -

-






























A

T

S

B

83

   

all the growth of


  

all the growth of

   

all the growth of

   

all the growth of




       

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

   

all our land– A

   

all our land– A

   

all our land– A

   

all our land– A

  
 

       

   

na tion’s growth from

   

   

na tion’s growth from

   

na tion’s growth from

   

na tion’s growth from



       

-

-

-

-
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


























A

T

S

B

86
  

sea to sea

  

  

sea to sea

  

sea to sea

  

sea to sea

  


























    

stirs in the heart who

    

    

stirs in the heart who

    

stirs in the heart who

    

stirs in the heart who


 




 

plant a

   
plant a

  

plant a

 


plant a

 

    

 







tree.


tree.



tree.



tree.

       












































A

T

S

B

90

 

 

 

 

      




    
Who in the hol low

    
Who in the hol low

    

Who in the hol low

    

Who in the hol low


 





 

I

I

()

()

()

()

()

   
of His hand holds

   
of His hand holds

   

of His hand holds

   

of His hand holds

  
    

  

   
all the growth of

   
all the growth of

   

all the growth of

   

all the growth of


 


  

-

-

-

-
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


























A

T

S

B

94

   

all our land– A

   
all our land– A

   

all our land– A

   

all our land– A

       


  

   

na tion’s growth from


  

na tion’s growth from

   

na tion’s growth from


  

na tion’s growth from




 


 

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

   

sea to sea, the

   

sea to sea, the

   

sea to sea, the

   

sea to sea, the

       


  

    

tre ble of hea ven’s

 
  

tre ble of hea ven’s

    

tre ble of hea ven’s

    

tre ble of hea ven’s




 

  

-

-

-

-

- -

- -

- -

- -





























A

T

S

B

98

   

har mo ny, the



   

har mo ny, the

   

har mo ny, the

   

har mo ny, the

 






 


 

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

   

joy that un born

   

   

joy that un born

   

joy that un born

   

joy that un born















  


eyes shall see–

  


  


eyes shall see–

  

eyes shall see–



  

eyes shall see–

         


3

3
3







rit.

rit.

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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


























A

T

S

B

101
     

These things we plant when we

     

     

These things we plant when we

     

These things we plant when we

     

These things we plant when we





J

J

()

()

()

()

Slower

Slower

 

plant a

   
plant a

  

plant a

 


plant a







tree.


tree.



tree.



tree.


     













“Tree patterns”

a tempo

a tempo









       




























A

T

S

B



105









       











       











             



rit.

rit.

 


Hmm

 


Hmm

 


Hmm

 


Hmm

 















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