Gwyneth Walker

The Marriage of True Minds

and other Conversations
for Narrator and Violonello



Duration: 9 minutes

These duets, or conversations, were composed specifically for cellist Deborah Black, and
her husband, Michel Kabay, a poet, literary scholar and musician. [These friends of the
composer live in Barre, VT.] The intent is to provide dramatic material which could
display the talents and close collaboration of these performers.

The intermingling of the music and poetry is designed in a flexible, free-form manner
which requires sensitive listening, back and forth. The guidelines of musical measures/
barlines are often discarded in favor of responses and commentary between narrator
and cellist. Images in the poetry are translated into musical motifs. Lines of narrative
are punctuated with cello chords or tremoli.

The tone of the conversations ranges from the romantic Shakespeare Sonnet 116 [“Love
is an ever-fixed mark that looks on tempests and is never shaken”] to the ridiculous
Lewis Carroll poem, A Strange Wild Song [in which the narrator essentially loses his
mind!] to Mother of Exiles, based on an Emma Lazarus text [welcoming the “homeless,
tempest-tost” to these shores].

Romance, humor and hope are major ingredients of any Marriage of True Minds!



The Marriage of True Minds

and other conversations for Narrator and Violoncello

Gwyneth Walker
1. Sonnet 116
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Narrator
_ Let me not to the marriage of true minds
[ admit impediments. Love is not love O no! it is an
K which alters when it alteration finds, l ever-fixed mark
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Whose worth’s unknown,
although his height be taken.
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Love’s not Time’s fool,
though rosy lips and cheeks

within his bending sickel’s compass come.

Love alters not with

his brief hours and weeks,
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I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d.
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2. A Strange Wild Song

Lewis Carroll

Read in a fairly even rhythm across each
measure approximately aligning with the
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sis-ter’s Hus-band’s niece. “Un-less you leave this house,” he said, “I’ll send for the po-lice!”
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I ‘ The NARRATOR may move to different locations
L for each verse, perhaps encircling the cellist
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thought he saw a kan - ga - roo that worked a
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He looked a-gain, and found it was a

thought he saw a Coach -and -Four that stood be-side his bed: He looked a-gain, and found it was a

Walker | The Marriage of True Minds | 2. A Strange Wild Song

pizz. (LH)
> - . a +
5 . e ,oel +
. \ = [ [ [ / |
hdl D N [ 7] [ 7] P ] (7] - [ 7] | | [ & [ y 2 -
[ .4 ] [ VA f 74 1 af i | JAP N [ PN
P ] L4 ] S A
~ y y 3 %
o o e o
ol ol o o
Substitute during verse 6 &)
to portray “Coach-and-Four” =
Slower
rit. [pause] accel.
/ 'h J
[ 79 73070 373 7373 77330 vy
B veg - ¢ - ta-ble pil. “Were 1 to swal - low this,” he said, “I should be ver-y ill!”
Bear with-out a Head. “Poor thing,” he said, “poor sil - ly thing! It’s wait-ing to be fed!”
. Slower
rit. accel.
arco. [pavse] arco
[high gliss.] [roll fingers]
- AN P OO OO OO OO OO OON
A [ 3 ) e —— = 7,
7 PS i g P
p pr—
" 7. He
gently (fluttering) 8. He
. 7~
a tempo o 2 5 m
L o o . o S e =
ol 3 NN O] ¢ & } 7] Ko — 7] — R J
7 | o ﬂ—,b}—‘l'—ﬁ / N — —— S o Sy B S e B S — o
= 4 4 o' 4 < 4 4

p——mf



7
e s T s s e 20 e s R s

thought he saw an al - ba - tross that flut-tered round the lamp: He looked a-gain, and found it was a
thought he saw a Gar-den-Door that o-pened with a key: He looked a-gain, and found it was a
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Pen - ny-Post-age stamp. “You’d best be get-ting home,” he said, “The nightsare ver-y damp!”
Dou-ble Rule of Three: “And all it’s mys-ter - y,” he said, “Is clear as day to me!”
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Emma Lazarus

G. Walker,

alt.

Slowly, peacefully, yet with some motion

3. Mother of Exiles
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giant of Greek fame,
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cresc. slightly

huddled masses
yearning to breathe free,
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the wretched refuse

of your teeming shore.
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