Concerto

for Hand Drums Soloist & Chamber Orchestra



Gwyneth Walker
UP-FRONT CONCERTO

Duration:
10 minutes

Instrumentation:
111 Tob 1c 1bsn 1hn 1tpt 1tbn 1 perc strings

Notes:
The UP-FRONT CONCERTO brings the percussionist, along with an unusual array of
hand drums, to the front of the orchestra. The intent is to present the audience with a clear
and entertaining view of Congas, Cuica, Rain Stick and Grapes in concert performance.
This music was written especially for the Children's Concerts Series of the Women's
Philharmonic, and is recommended for Young People's or Pops Concerts.

Performance History:
Premiered by the Women's Philharmonic
March 11, 1993 Oakland, CA

Memorable Quote:
"UP-FRONT CONCERTO by Gwyneth Walker was the highlight of our in-school performances
.. .and captivated our young audience’s attention. I would highly recommend this music for youth
concerts”.

Miriam Abrams, Executive Director
The Women's Philharmonic
San Francisco, CA



Commissioned by the Women's Philharmonic
and dedicated to Johanna Johnson, Percussionist ,
and the Women's Philharmonic

The Up-Front Concerto brings the percussionist, along with an unusual array of hand drums,
to the front of the orchestra. The intent is to present the audience with a clear and entertaining
view of Congas, Cuica, Rain Stick and Grapes in concert performance.

This music was written especially for the morning Children’s Concert Series of the Women's
Philharmonic, and was premiered at the Thorne Hill Elementary School (Oakland, California) on
March 11, 1993. The first movement, “Rise and Shine,” was intended to help the orchestra
players overcome the hardship of having to play their instruments at an unusually early hour of
the day! The music stars gently, and then picks up in energy as it "awakens.”

"About Rain” celebrates the special sounds and sights of a Rain Stick -- an instrument often
associated with Shakuhachi playing, but now used in a context simply about the falling of rain.
The related sonorities of Maracas and Grapes are interwoven.

The last movement, "Flying Tattoos!”, is a homage to our raucous nature -- whether or not we
have tattoos! It contains the first notated Cuica-Violin duet in the orchestral repertoire.

About the Composer

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council.

Walker’s catalog includes over 130 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber
ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published E.C. Schirmer of Boston (choral/vocal
music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral/instrumental music).
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ABOUT RAIN

Percussionist comes to stage center, holding Rain Stick
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