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A Glad New Song
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Commissioned by the United Church of Rowayton, CT
to honor their Music Director, Marsha Hall,
on her 40th year of music-making at the church

The lyrics for the hymns in the Sacred Harp song book are often colorful, charming and
singable. The text for A Glad New Song is no exception. Credited to Jonathan B.
Atchinson in 1891, these words are filled with enthusiasm for singing, and the joy of
faith:

I've learned to sing the song of joy.
My cup is running o’er and o’er
with blessings full of peace and love.
And still there’s more and more.

The musical setting is new, but in a clear and simple style that hearkens back to early
American shape-note singing. The harmonies are straightforward, and the rhythmic
piano accompaniment serves to maintain the energy of the message. Perhaps one might
find in this song some elements of the past mixed with contemporary fresh air!



A Glad New Song

for SATB Chorus and Piano

Jonathan B. Atchinson, 1891
from the Sacred Harp
G. Walker, alt.
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A Glad New Song

I've learned to sing a glad, new song —
a song of hope and joy I bring.

And now with all my gathered powers,
all Heavenly praises I will sing.
Alleluia!

I've learned to sing a song of peace,
"tis growing sweeter, sweeter every day,
since faith has calmed my troubled soul,

and washed my tedious sins away.
Alleluia!

I've learned to sing the song of joy.

My cup is running o’er, and o’er, and o’er
with blessings full of peace and love.
And still there’s more and more.

Alleluia!

a song of hope I bring...
all Heavenly praises sing...
"tis sweeter every day...
to wash my sins away...

Soon I shall sing the glad, new song
of stalwart Moses and the Lamb,
with all the Sainted Hosts above,
before the great I AM.

Alleluia!

And I shall sing a glad, new song!



