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Commissioned by the Newark (N7) Boys Chorus, Donald C. Morris, Music Director
Program Notes

The Langston Hughes poem I, Too is a powerful statement by an African-
American writer. Although too often denied equal opportunity or respectful
treatment in this country, the author claims his right as an American. “I, too,
sing America.”

"The musical setting interprets this phrase literally. Not only does the author
sing praises of his country, he also sings the words to the patriotic song, America
(“My Country, "Tis of Thee,” lyrics by Samuel Francis Smith: 1808-1895).

The text of this song has been adapted to include references to African-
American experiences:
“Land where my fathers died, in bondage, in battle” (slavery, military service);
“Land of my mothers’ pride, with dignity and daring” (Rosa Parks).

No longer relegated to eating in the kitchen (as a servant), the proud African-
American states, “I, too, sing America. I am America.”

This is my country!
—Gwyneth Walker

I, too, sing America

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

"Tomorrow,

I'll be at the table

When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed—

I, too, am America

Text: Copyright © 1994 by
The Estate of Langston Hughes.

Used by permission of
Harold Ober Associates.
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I, Too, Sing America
for Boy’s Chorus and Piano

Langston Hughes (1902—-1967) Gwyneth Walker
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*Alto 1 may sing up an octave if that is more comfortable.

Note setting and format by Gwyneth Walker Music Productions.

Text: Copyright © 1994 by The Estate of Langston Hughes. Used by permission of Harold Ober Associates.

Music: © Copyright 2013 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,

a divisioni of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved
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*On beat 4, all singers place hand (or fist) over heart, as a pledge of allegiance.



Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)

For biographical information about the composer, please visit her Web site.
<http://www.gwynethwalker.com>
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