GWYNETH WALKER

I've Known Rivers

for Baritone Solo and Piano

1. My Soul has Grown Deep
2. Troubled Water

3. Jump Right In!

4. In Time of Silver Rain



I've Known Ruivers

duration: 12 minutes

adapted from the Choral version commissioned and premiered by the Holland (MI) Chorale in 2008

I've Known Rivers is a set of four songs based on the poetry of Langston Hughes (1902-67), an
African-American poet who lived much of his life in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City.
However, Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri, birthplace also of Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain).
And, like Twain, he held a fascination for the Mississippi River and rivers in general. The theme of
water is present in many of his writings.

My Soul has Grown Deep reflects upon rivers of historic and geographical importance — the Euphrates,
the Nile and the Mississippi. As the rivers have endured over time, so has the human soul. The
waters — the blood — runs deep.

In contrast to the universal message of the first song, Troubled Water is contemporary and personal.
Water becomes an image of the unsettled and uncertain nature of love. The journey of love is a
journey of troubled water. There is no resolution.

Undaunted by the elusive nature of love, the poet (Baritone) turns flippant, displaying a persevering
and humorous outlook in Jump Right In! (to the river). Romantic misadventures will not conquer the
spirit. “I could’ve died for love, but for livin’ I was born.”

In Time of Silver Rain is a song of healing. “In time of silver rain, the earth puts forth new life again.”
And with the regeneration of Spring, the poet marvels at the wonder of life.

<
<

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth Walker is beloved
by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker
(b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and
D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she
resigned from academic employment in 1982, in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly
30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. She now divides her time between her childhood
hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker has been a proud resident of Vermont for many years. She is the recipient of the Year
2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenacum
Award for Achievement in the Arts and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenacum. In 2012, she
was elected as a Fellow of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Walker’s catalog includes over 300 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, chorus, and solo
voice. A special interest has been dramatic works that combine music with readings, acting, and movement.
The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer (choral and vocal music) and Lauren Keiser
Music (orchestral and instrumental music).

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at www.gwynethwalker.com
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I’ve Known Rivers

for Baritone Solo and Piano

Langston Hughes (1902-1967) Gwyneth Walker
1. My Soul has Grown Deep
Gently flowing . =108
f) | / p— | |
A 5% - ~ - r~ - -  — i
© A L R %_’T
Piano mf P mf
|
e e
S p =
Red )
4
e | | | ~_ e f e, -~ e ——
— —® — —® — — —
%ﬁ_’?—%ﬁ f 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
m
P
e )| p I —
(Red) ) |
’ /
j/m— i e . . e ®
ox e e e e a2
2 5 e e | v e
mf 3 3
—-. P i =
- © p— 'J‘ . K4
=
ed 1 $ed |
10 P evoking the magic and mystery of rivers
[C\- | - I \a = | . ]
i I’'ve known riv ers:
9 1 }l
o
3 3 3 3
3 ‘N“; 3 m—m ‘~3 # m—m ‘Ng
) :Z'J’ . 4 :Z'J' . v :Z'J' . K d
K4 4 K d
Q(’h I {?0?) | Teh |

© Copyright 2008 by E. C. Schirmer Music Publishing.
A division of ECS Publishing, Boston, Massachusetts.
All rights reserved. Made in U.S.A.



13

|

)
N
L)
W ™
NI
)
L)
e
o \A'
|| 2 & [|[TfTe
23
[y
23
| [ YRRN
.:3
g [ YRRN
[ 18
o~
 YHAT
[ YN q10(0
ann ]
AL
]
'
AL
(YEE _3
‘
AL
{YEE _3
'y M q
o i
Ji N
6 p.mJ o)
Mw.nv I.r”hv MWhv
o) N M
\—x

1 Red

16

A
i
1
1]
i~
(1
o
(YRR IS
[ Sa N ¢
Nl /
N
(YN ‘3
L}
N
(YN ‘3
[
N
(YN ‘3
. M
'y A
11/
"\
9 il & &
)
)
l|]
. 3
MR
6 , =
&
o9 11
Wl 2 &
Mwunv I.r”hv .
N NG
\——_ e —

poco rit.

19

®

e &

V=
Q g
2 TN
[
Hl ©
| =
| | ]
S ™
(0]
| | =
<
=| 1
il m e
St
\g P_v
i} 11
U 11
I
ol = Y
2]
r)
=
e 8
z
_ﬁJ. = )
b z e
e B
| | m ~
ﬁ m w J
RS
™ 5§ =
I
Y ik
' )
>
.V\‘.H
m ™
Il o
&
£
)
2
H 2 p
N
=
N N
\— ~———

Slower

22

Ul -
HH S
(o]
ol ~
o ]
8 eloollolNe
(=]
N 2
e
en
g
sl =
il 2 Go9|| A
- n e
.. B
M =S @ |
™~ 1
| |
) i
g
M| 2 %
! g
M £
ol = TH
YR
’d
ol s
O
|.r”hv I.r”hv 1o
(TN nynmwv N
\— N —

0



=108)

a tempo (J

26

)
{ 10
|
I
N < I
4,
P
i~y
L)
N
™
y LY
N |
L)
L)
A &
N
)
)
(]
o
g
[5) d D
. m.. e
S ™
3
oLz 3 e &
ww .r” RS
a ) ,
\—

o2

ol

3}
17

1/
14

11T

T—]

bathed in the Eu-phra-tes

—

young.

when dawns were

V& A

e/

cresc.

5
y Km0
17}
|4

1 simile

0

32

~r.

it

and

g0

Con

near the

my hut

built

3
I

o)

[ an)

looked up - on the Nile

I

to sleep.

me

lulled

LH

7=

7=

" &




EI- =
2
HH 8
en
Vi g
| z o |1
I >
Y| E
] A\ M
NI
ol m NEN
TTT] =]
Wl 2
B
s M| 2 g
z z
2 Y| 2 & dh8ja (Aol
n T n L )
N ° !
3 > N
S 2
0
5]
g
i
1)
)
1)
™
—
M 7 W
|mhv = |.r”hv
Ra) mbl ﬁhl
/O J Vi

108)

@ a tempo (J

(%ed))

YOl _3
)
N
sl
[}
X N
- |
Vs b e
T 5 2| e
N ( 18
CF
X 8l p
Tz = W l[[IIE &
L] @ S
S
\\\. %.ulv.
(0]
e ==
o 0
TR 2 AgB (16110
=]
.P\\AWV
B
[ YHR h%
il m oo
>
H g
il —N| b
|
&
| 8 N || |
..hv Imhv ww N
S BN NP &

71

Je 7
12
14

the

like

Je 7
12
14

)" A
Y 4\
[ & an W

YR ¢

|

(Ba)_~

74

rit.

(@]

ye.
12
v

€r8.

riv

rit.

= 2 &8 2

3

2

o 1
Je 7

3:00

P



. Tr

Flowing .=120

oubled Water

o) | . ‘ | ‘
p” A D o | = r J | - | 1 |
SRS e e s E s s
) ‘ w ‘ - fo
p gently P
e o
J J
_,LH > %
P )
6 mjf cantabile
Y - I - I I - I } ]
5 | E===——= —F— |
N [ | i T
Be - tween us, al - ways,
9 n fr— — — f— — — — f— f— f— —
'I\mlr,l $ | | | | | | | | | | |
AND"4
D)
e
rax ——G
gy o5~
v 77~ i o oK
% simile
ed. |
11
oo e —TF —r— = —
A = = 1 = = | | | 1 | | | | 1
- Ld i i 1 i i | I | | I 1 | | | ]
loved one, there lies this trou - bled wa - ter.___
N N
raxl J1? ”) Ay ok 1
J O y.AlKd y 2 V.4
A=Y [ 722 [ £.2Y
4 <D <
L2 L2
Fed i o) Y 1 Red
16 mf cantabile
[f‘. = : - : - e ——— —
A | 1 1 | | | | I | 1
v | 1 1 1 T 1 | ]
N
You are my  sky, my
o) — — — \
p” A 1 j 1 j 1 j =i
z z
mf
n_3oe J ) % o
A o & 2 i —— -
@V = r J } r ] } r ] r ] } I I I I S
[y D | —~— e — =
(%ed)) 1 with pedal




21 P
” _ b . — P
A » = - @ Q_!'_Q_I_!'_Q_!'_Q_!'_Q = . ]
y O I I I I 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 I ]
V_ATY I I I I 1 17 e I | I — — 1 I ]
i} — T 1 | Y [ — — — T T ]
shi - ning sun (0] ver trou-bled wa - - - - - - ter.
o) | % p— p— — p— p— p— p— p—
P A I = . 1 —} 1 —} 1 — 1 : 1 j 1 : 1 —} 1 —} 1 —}
”) L]
D)) i Z Z
P
14 T 0
\ =
%ed ) |
26 mf
[‘,"‘L. = ——— e — "
Ld i | i I I T i I | I I ]
— You  are my  sky, my shin-ing sun o - ver
h e | ‘ b
P A 1 : 1 j 1 : = > I = . -
: ‘ — Z
m
/._\1'- N
rax (& — o = I L I o]
J O — | = I I I r J I g -
> — ———— - 1 j
> \
ed |
32 >‘ P rit. mf
o o — — F— ~~— = ¥ > He
— | I "’ I ‘” - o € F Ht
trou - bled wa - - - ter. I
rit.
o)
yaim = %
D i+
)

P
———Y=SeSelieS=S=IPPYPT PITPT PT PIN
Z b‘ I I I I I I I I I I I I E

[ — g w— — ey e i —
Ped |
@ Slower
37 quasi recitative , P (as a commentary) , mf
[WP_'—P_F { i i i i i - i » ]
j ] ! ] H 1 1 J J J J J = J ] I
0 \ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
jour - ney  far to touch your hand. The trip is  trou - bled wa ter. We
[D] Slower
A quasi recitative . —— s )
y. > i | y ] © 0 ry
Y — ] € (o) o5 3
DY) O< Co- O Ce [
mfh r
Z 5 ) © S




11

76 S~ accel. a tempo (J =120)
’ —~~ ‘
- I I I E— ]
[/"L. : 1 H ! j - —t = = I
- L i | I 1 I } i I i I i I i ]
this— This sea__ of trou - bled wa - - - fter,
_f-\ y accel. a tempo (J =120)
o fhd -
y s 3 = - — T e ————
- € j:ﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂ:ﬁ:
[
hﬂ\
e : = ==S==
— m— m—
ed
*Ending 1 Ending 2
2 p . o e /—
. . il il il
[“,:, S 3 ~ I — —— — — H— H—2%
i — = - — 1 — 1 I I f He—%
N \ \
_ This sea of trou - bled wa - ter. ter.
*Ending 1 Ending 2
rit. | ~ | ~
o) $ o $ oo } oo $ oo } oo
A et e e e L 4
&> =3
[
’ |
n:' [ =) 7z - [ =l 72 . 7=~ 4_
E=SSSiiE 2 =
[m— — [m—
(%ed.) 1 %ed | |
Slowly, freely
8§ PpPp accel.
s
[H' & RN | = | = I - ]
—=¢ I I I H
Slowly, freely
accel.
o o
oLl .r., \ m —_
ﬁv = = S===
P cresc. A
R - - - = -
4
2:45

* Use ENDING 1 if this song is to be performed individually. Use ENDING 2 if continuing on to Jump Right In.



12

3. Jump Right In!

gliss.

With energy /=120

A
Y
o

I
—) A‘ — —)
&

7
7

j
[ ]

==

=
- &

o)

1N
7

|

™ = fy
oM (11 N
1
o
1l kn 9] | ImNE
( g
i1l o
o Pan
Ll < N
s m o] N
= L
| 100 W AN
3
= P an
ol 3B g N
[ 1
N — H\
Ay (11 N
1
. o N
1l ©
E >
1
= 9] | ImN8
o T
| = B
H— =
il 2 B N
=)
Pan
M| 2
3
+~
lm, o m BN TN
M=
X
2
S
S
f !\\\ —
N
[
N
44 2

[loud hand clap]

Pan
™ — N
Ax | [ N D
— P an
. 5 BN
o
HTy =
)
h_ :
AN g B8 N
= 4T
] g B
Q
e B NN
1)
L
| & Tee EX
g
i = N N
- Q
N — ﬁ\
0 7 I
\\— ﬁ | ]
il 2 T [
)
(11 =
g =
AN g I I
e
Q
¥ Yo ¢ m - NN BN
2 a
AN - EN
Pan
.rJ — kL) BN
| ] S EN A
P an
o N By
il =
1
=
=] N N
3 9] N
)
= Pin
= 4
| 3 L1)] 9]
v
'l g EX N
=
- A]
o e ) B
e L
(Y1 9 ™
B
[ DMNYe N
\——— —————

-

>[9_ |

10

dmur — N[ b~
N S|
TS
LB \{ .T
o] / \mdmw‘
= \MiTw
| *C \ w‘
Ty AN
il 2 EN N
\ud' M
(1L m By | YB NS
©
L < nnLJ; N
~—
N
M N N
| T BN
] m EN N
sz 4 It
| = B AL
Pin M
..m B | I8
S
- |
|l m o
| | .m o] N
B
i g ““ue AN
2 Pan
| m N
p/ NETe mp/
\— S

*QOssia if needed



13

(Opt.)

13

[

J
f

d

ter!

in that wa

it was cold

But

might-’ve sunk and died.

4l
) A
Pan
By N
“aeh EY
o [ 1n NG
“aeh EY
Pan
by N
“Hen BY
) H il
/* J[~
"N
o1~
"N
g[~
"N
o~
o~
. - L 2N
2T
S0 |4
1
X
i~y
i
|
NG M

(Opt.) humorous

s
TN
fil
o9 N By
L
o |91 \ﬁ
Y
TN
i,
. p=s
% A ey
o |9
o % A
o |9
5
AL 8
o HH
8
Q
]
S
s
.!\\\ W
AL =
|
o N
~ \ ya

[Finger snaps]

19

5
Al g |
+~
_ _ |
X
N 7 (11 ™
P
. %/
=
. o
b4
1
\h— m 3] SN
1 k\/
L o TTo™ N
1
il © o] A
(5} Pan
= 1 N
=
= Pan
m o N
I®]
o oI~
oy NN
,G.- o~
| 7 o NN
= }
N S o~
o~ | NN
<N [
S ~ | e
r o1~
LS N N
,d.. o~
| 7 N NN
-~
NS W
=]
5
2 ~ | N
w2
5 “WN||H
g
—| ¥ S = ~ | N
[=%
o o, o
nll <N (@ nll
[\
N —— e’

22

thought a-bout my ba-by and 1 thought I would jump down. I

I

floors a-bove the ground.

4
PN

:

:

<

[

1/
14

-



4T
o
(100 2 o1 A
1a
N
=
L 3 N TN
R
1 YT
] < TTIee N
+~
|| = o] AN
4T
! ] b
By
P
s = N
L = b AN
P
N
B
AQLL s B [ ¥aN
C |
o = N
el
| m 9] AN
)
= Pan
| 108 ) ] N
=
el A
| 100 m TN TN
Hi @
By
MY~ TN By
=
nﬂa Ax | N AN AN
— —. Pan
1] ) 'N® Oy
F | :
[}
=
1
]| —_
A .m B [ ¥aN
By
L= T8 N
o
\H m B AN
m e B
=
B
a ! SN
5]
. q oL
< 2 ) e TN

(Opt.)

>[€_ 108

28

ol m N oW
| = [N
N M o = AL
o N o | QTN
=
A N . =
o AN =
R Nunl
— || N . - [ 1o
2 In 2
5 i M2
X
b5
—3[ [T o ANl =
UL
U=
| | [oN
T g
2,
(0]
=
| 2
({180 1 [
T '8 L
AN — N | b~ B 3, N
ol 7 N
e el
RN ﬁ 8 Tl
‘ E N m [ 1n N
o] .T 1 I
1, N
f/ L o] g e
2\ (T |
mb Lﬂé N— % AL Ma e
¥ B
N NDe ~ N e N
A\ — N — e’ ” \— N — e’

% N
M N
z
<
S
5]
—
(&)
en
S |k
=
o7 N
o [aThL
At
o8 A
<+ N
34 yi

ch ch ch ch
} - £ - } s ﬁh = g
v

ch

ch
[opt. vocal sounds]

&
<
7

A
ra—
T

s
4

s
4

. 2. b
T

e b ]

|

*QOssia if needed



17

Q] ] !V
2 \
Q] U N
I W\
Q] .V
W\
W\
= |
2 M
ML 2 ~IN
LA N
olll 2 1 Raul
NN o
2 i
o] E N {Vn N
] N
Rl
I\ N
[ ;n,i
NN e AN
/O J ya

\ 5
ol £
sl 2
Q] 4..@..”..v
&y
AL m
[ 1AN .2
vl £ AL
N2 N
TN
|| 2 e &
2 B NG iy
\—— ~———

K

rit.

p cresc.

QR CTRTIHA
ﬁﬁ\iﬂ‘f,
1 i~
'\
L] - .v@
(Y
o ] .v@
‘i
ol T .vg
ol
' N .v@
ol i
NI N
N N
g S
|| & |
i
<
S
=}
Smran Al
L ook
~ 71
X
ML .2
A
A RN % PTAP NS
i .o
A ——

2:30



18

4. In Time of Silver Rain
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