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Program Notes

Rejoice! — Christmas Songs are new musical settings of three traditional Christmas carols or
poems. The intent is to explore the dramatic character of each song.

“What Child is This?” focuses on the question aspect of the lyrics: “What child is this...?”
Therefore, the answer: “This, this is Christ the King!” is delayed until after two verses. The first
round of questions are posed by the men, with the women’s voices interjecting additional
phrases of “What child, what child is this?” The second verse reverses the roles. Then comes the
much-anticipated refrain.

The third verse presents the chorus in static harmonies, while the accompaniment provides the
rapid, “shimmering” patterns reflective of the lyrics: “So bring him incense, gold and myrrh...”
The final refrain (answer) is triumphant.

“Love Came Down at Christmas” is a new setting of the poem by Christina Rossetti. Here, the
image of descending (from the title) is the focus of the introduction, marked “gently, as love
descending from heaven, or snow falling.” The pattern of stepwise descent is then taken up by
the chorus. The essence of this song is gentleness and simplicity. The tonality throughout is C
Major, and the meter is 4/4. At the end, while the chorus holds the final chord, a little cadenza is
heard in the accompaniment — perhaps a single snowflake descending at Christmas time.

A bridge passage leads into “Good Christian Friends Rejoice!” This is a joyful, lilting song.
Many extra “Rejoice!”’s are included. The tempo is quick. And the chorus is called upon to sing
with as much energy as possible.

[One small note, for the astute listener: the composer, a resident of a family-owned dairy farm,
often inserts cows into the lyrics of her songs.]

Rejoice! was composed during the summer of 2001 at the composer’s studio on the Brainstorm
Dairy Farm in Braintree, Vermont.
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2. Love Came Down at Christmas

Christina Rossetti Gwyneth Walker
(1830-1894)
J=88 Gently, as love descending from heaven, or snow falling rit. a tempo (J=88)
T - ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ = ‘ ‘
ock.  — 1 1 1 1 1 = 1 |
== | | | | | se= | |
V4

N = E=3 = = ° ’
—
& —
Org/ pp (barely audible)
Keybd.
’
s
%
0 P | I
s | =% f f f f f — ! — } ]
|k 1 1 1 1 1 H—r—=—+ 2 |
Lovecame down at Christ - mas,
0 V4
N |7 = I I I I I I = — —
|4 1 1 1 1 1 1 P
P
Love at__ Christ-mas,
n y4
97 T T T T T T T |
Res 3 3 3 3 3 —r——r—r——+ >
T T T T T T T T
Lovecame down at, love at  Christ- mas,
p\ | | |
o |4 | | | | | S==== s
Lovecame down at Christ - mas,
J=88 Gently, as love descending from heaven, or snow falling rit. a tempo (J=88)
sord.
eon w/\ — — pizz. (gently rolled) arco
g B P2 e . » o - o - |
I A i I I I I — I I —  ——— z z ¥ i |
§ % t t } ! t } ! } ! i i { i i { & 2 f
P =
Vlns. con sord. H
. = - S ‘ pizz. (gently rolled) arco
9 e — t t t t T
nl| &4 == =—=————=——=—————_— —
) T = N & < 2 " *
y4
con sord. pizz. (gently rolled)
P ¢
o o o o . arco )
via [ B2 e : ===
B y - 3 T T T T T T — T
7 I I I I - I
V4
pizz. (gently rolled)
con sord. P arco
% 7
ve [ z ; |
-
P
con sord. pi‘zz.
b, [ . ey
B »

© Copyright 2003 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company.
A division of ECS Publishing, Boston, Massachusetts.
All right reserved. Made in U. S. A.
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arranged by
Gwyneth Walker
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* At this quick tempo, the singing should focus on rhythm and diction more than on tone.
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