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The Tree of Peace

for SATB Chorus, Brass Quintet,
Organ and Percussion



Duration: 5 minutes

The text for The Tree of Peace has been adapted from the Quaker poem, "O Brother Man,"
by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892). This contemporary adaptation of the poem
broadens the scope of the original with more inclusive language, opening with: "O, my
brother and my sister, all who walk upon this earth, fold to your hearts each other.”

A new text fragment, "Listen, listen to one another," is introduced into the poem, and
serves as an interlude between stanzas. The final sentence of the original poem becomes
the focal point of this work, returning many times: "Love shall tread out the fire of
anger, and in its ashes plant a tree of peace."

The musical setting reflects the dual nature of the title, Tree (strength) and Peace
(tenderness). The work opens with accented chords in the piano accompaniment. These
chords are marked "with strength."” This is the conviction of The Tree of Peace.

The tender aspects are introduced in the arpeggio patterns in the piano. These are
marked "flowing." And the related choral phrases refer to humanity ("O, my brother
and my sister"), to mercy and to the peace of the Lord. Passages of tenderness alternate
and intertwine with passages of strength to form a confluence of the message: a prayer
for peace.
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